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Optical absorption enhancement in thin film silicon solar cells: The effect
of antireflection coatings and back reflectors

Sepideh, Esmaeili Germezgholi; Behrooz, Rezaei; Sohrab, Ahmadi
Faculty of Physics, University of Tabriz, Tabriz
Research Institute for Applied Physics and Astronomy, University of Tabriz, Tabriz

Abstract- In this paper, a thin film silicon solar cell with anti-reflection coating on front surface and combination
of periodic grating and photonic crystal on its back surface has been considered. The thickness and number of
anti-reflection coating, as well as the geometric and physical parameters of photonic crystal and grating are
optimized to increase the optical absorption of solar cell. The simulations have been performed using the finite
difference time domain method with Lumercial software. The results show that optical absorption of solar cell has
been increased significantly using the anti-reflection coating, photonic crystal and grating.

Keywords: Photonic crystal, antireflection coating, grating, absorption, silicon solar cell.
Yov

Al oyt B WWW.OPSHIT col jo a5 el jliel slyls 5)50,0 alis oy


http://opsi.ir/article-1-2057-en.html

[ Downloaded from opsi.ir on 2026-05-30 ]

OlRl 5398 (6598 5 (owiige il A8 el g (ol pl Sigigd 9 Sl il AT ey 9 S

0,59 A Slasin sl g 0oy SiO2 oole 3l (5,98

D5l o (Lge) b 5 (o) N (gl

ARC: ARGy

8i0a

anlllas 9)50 (o yo> Joho JLSlo Jlom sk alei ) S0
SU3L eS aS 09l oo bl 5,5k ARC Cules
LY G oS b 0 ARC cwlrs cpl plo 0l Jol>

Web a8 )3 i s a4y g as b gl b plp il

[#] wgs o Jool>

'
4an
~ Ay e e (0 =ng)(n; —ngno)ny
b= 27n, \/tan [(nf —nyn2)(nyN, —n; ):I o
ot \/tanl[ (0~ )(yn, —n)r;
27n, (n’n, —n,n2)(n> —n,n,)

il slad ;o ond o0l yoi gge Jsb Ay 358 abal o
‘609)5 .]a.or.a W.S.m w)..a u.u).c O n35 I’IZ‘nl‘no
039> ;0 (plie Jolds by, 5l andllas 050 (g0l )95
ol ol oolazwl JIG jeg) L1580 6 5 c (FDTD) ()l
Olee) TM oahad o8 jLacil (gl (g3l 4l 4>
2295 50 by o (Z g9 slinly yo (S5 S

P PML Q3> (650 s 9 (X 2y2) (ol sl

YOA

doddo

slo g 5l (S50 lga cale g Sogll pulibl 4 axgi b
B oo b 5l e
Ol38l 4 55 (6ol y55 (655l 3l eolatul (gly olad ye
Sl b ey e Sl R SHllggd g5l ol
adlae ol cpl g el sy sl 5l ool

0 )5 Ty b p)S gl g )

Syl Sl Gy 4 ol yer sl sl
ples oo 5o D]l Jlo,55 5 g0l ol 51 (555
Soyo> sl Jobo Lloyord ord o> slo Joho
S5 a1 Saldsed L G ool e SeSedew
sl aY s Cis bl gl il esls olaisl
sl gy wiile it LSS 51 U (SeSelen
Sl 655,10 5 (2ol gl o (ARC) SB5L ws
e oS Sk plse 4 b 5,8 5 Soisd slayok
aie 5o Slallle T3 [Y-¥] oS oo sslinal sz
Sl Olee 8 5 St ssk Olorer 651
Ol g 4l ploml (gand o3 slo Jobw ;o (SLiy oS
g LA )0 (G pSNed yiuli8l el plaS el ool ools
ol 5l ae [F-0] o ls s 95 Jsbo o5 ass jo
SUL Olye @ 65 5 S8 ssk 65 S aslhs
a9 S35k SEL Y (und o3 sl Sy oS
Sl sk a4 o] (Kb 5 esie byl sl
Gizen Bl (oo B (oSelew JW8 Y 5 i
o1l jekaie 4 ARC la a0V slaws g Cwalbes ¢ iz

b dale (ile ding (GoSelew Jlb Y i
&bl (9

JSC8 5o dllie ol 5o aslllae 590 (g0t ;55 Joboo LS
o 3l goud o Jokw Jld Y il oals ool lis )
LY 5l o S Seisd yeb .l D culies b 6l
CenSs ol o bews 5 4 InSb 4 SI0, G Sl 60 sl

Al o s BB WWW.OPSLIT colu (o a5 cunl jLael glils 50,0 dllie o]


http://opsi.ir/article-1-2057-en.html

[ Downloaded from opsi.ir on 2026-05-30 ]

Olpl Sgigd (659L8 5 (st (WS e 3l5d 5 Ol nl SEgs8 9 Syl (ST et 9 S
VYA Crage 151D el et ez o olStils

1 =
Pt
/ —Refrence
/ - - AR
08 ,/ -------- AR+DBR
i === AR+DBR+Grating
4
!
2
£
S
7]
04
0.2

0
300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200
Wavelength(nm)

SIO 4¥ 5 ARC L anlllas 3,50 555 Jsbo i il ¥ IS5
S regd 58l p 5 Cot (Sl el &S Sl dgl 4 p3Y
30 o b &y W] Cewds slo ool g a8l pll
Sl (@i b IS5 cplailond oy llas I3l e 5
55 ARC 500) g2 10 (1 2l oz 501, anlllas 5590
(F G558 5h s ARC L (WARC L (Y (5,99 5 (S99
4 a5 aes e lis )5 5 Sisd sk ARC L
ahi-bs g (e dbl (e b g b gla g b
Jolse 5l plaS 12 a8 05 oo alaxDo .l 00l aseine
OY 5,5 wd> o 1) gl daxde LB iliEl gslasl als
ARC @Y g0 guom a5 j0 .00 oo lid (sShew Jled
b onle Bas zge Jsb cdb l )0 o S (o0 Sl 50,
b sl ez il oals 48,5 Ll \o Ay =750nm
S99 Johw gl 51Ok (e b (290 Job
Npo, =2.353802 790 Jsb onl Gl a4 el i
&b s[Aln, o =176 5ny0 =16 .0y, =142
<ZNOITIO2 &Y 95 Wbl ws o idg (V) alal,
s sl)ls w4 AlO3/TIO2 3 MgF2/TiO:
yesl (75,38.3) 4 (87.3,61.68) . (76.15,50.88)
e b gly gl 4l )l ol ml s
JS 50 4 99 ARC L sued )55 Jsbo slolisbe
b L3 Ll asles .casload ool Lz O LY sla
35 oo oddline .Cawl 00l gy Cl> oz 2y Sd>
sk ARC) 55 o5lail al Lelge b ,isly plos 4o oS

Jobew @iz 0 Kede Gl cel (6,85 5 G958

YoAa

3 AX=Ay =0.25nm il S sl pl5 5 es So

b Jlb SIS Y ot sundyes Jole JsL
Al S95s8 ssk ol S5 ok s D=2um culis
@ ol slo el )b g oo LSas INSh ¢ Si02 igls 090
d, =128nm n, =472 .n, =146 o0
Si02 i 5l sys LV el sas Clsesl dy, =40nm
A=086um T ol ag slagell g ooy
olas ol cwl h=0.31Lum 4 b=0.43um
Sl slge a4z b (S5558 H5k (5,908 b 45 B0 0
S Ggt SB (ghlo ) eads atge sla el ly 5 00
IS oo yedd Zagilb VYo e B OO o5L 40 9009 S,
5% eosd Ob3L Jd 4 s 4 (T4 8595 5l a9
30 &, Osd 0 4l ol o i ol dely ass
Cge g odd Aot jo (Sl jshie 4 LSl ol
axes )0 5 Jud ¥ 15 50 558 OS5 e GAD Sliny
Sk 6o sl el 258 (oo 155 98 i Sl
Blas Y gl i Jd aY Cds a4 wil sads aige
$d 95 Joho ghans 5l oSl rals jslaie 4 ARC
PR JERVE-SYEPIPS IR 0 BS JUPPIELE SN
ARC (g @ 0,é §ZN0 ¢ Al203 . SiO2 . TiO2
5 ARC lgins SIO 5l alie ol 4o 098 oo ool
AlLO3/TiO2 s MgF2/TiO2 . ZnO/TiO2 3l 5 4Y
SIO @Y el sus soliiwl Y g0 s ARC Olgim
copo sl Ap=525NM Gos zae Jsb sl
Cwls lyls (V) alal,y 3k [A] Ngo =199 cosis
L adlas 5,50 L5le od> b .ol 1=65.95nM
Y JSs 50 ARC @Y &5 olgn SIO (35 L jo

Ll 00 00l OL...J

Al oyt B WWW.OPSHIT col jo a5 el jliel slyls 5)50,0 alis oy


http://opsi.ir/article-1-2057-en.html

[ Downloaded from opsi.ir on 2026-05-30 ]

Olpl Sgigd (659L8 5 (st (WS e 3l5d 5 Ol nl SEgs8 9 Syl (ST et 9 S
VYA Crage 151D el et ez o olStils

95k S Y gand 93 Johw jLsle dlis cpl jo
Ol jslaie 4 (6,5 5 (go S (Seisd jeb p e
2Pk aS Gletdn (rizen o S (b (T odr
6l b Y sl g caalins 5 51 ksl sl o

e ol ile At mls wul (g 3le e @ e
Sk s (ibe 96,9 (59590 ok 65,0 L as aas

o RIP Sein b 4 SeSilew S 4Y i

b

a2 wo

[1] A. R. Prasad, and D. Jagadish, “Developments in
Solar Pond Technology: A Literature Review”,
Proceedings of National Conference on Frontiers in
Mechanical Engineering, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh,
pp. 154-156, 2013.

[2] P.Bermel, C. Luo, L. Zeng, L. C. Kimerling, and J.
D. Joannopoulos, “Improving thin-film crystalline
cell efficiencies with photonic crystals”, Opt.
Express, Vol. 15, No. 25, pp.16986-17000, 2007.

[3] N.-N. Feng, et al “Design of highly efficient Light-
Trapping Structures for Thin-Film Crystalline
Silicon Solar Cells”, IEEE Trans. Electron Devices,
Vol. 54, No. 8, pp. 1926-1932, 2007.

[4] J. G. Mutitu, and et al, “Thin film silicon solar cell
design based on photonic crystal and diffractive
grating structures”, Opt. Express, Vol. 16, No. 19,
pp. 15238-15248, 2008.

[5] X. Sheng, L. Z. Broderick, L. C. Kimerling,
“Photonic crystal structures for light trapping in
thin-film Si solar cells: Modeling, process and
optimizations”, Optics Commu., Vol. 314, pp. 41-
47, 2014.

[6] H. A. Macleod, Thin-Film Optical Filters, 3™ ed.
Institute of Physics Publishing: Bristol, UK, 2001.

[7]1 S. K. Tripathy, “Refractive indices of
semiconductors from energy gaps”, Opt. Materials,
Vol. 46, pp. 240-246, 2015.

[8] M. N. Polyanskiy, Refractive index database.
https://refractiveindex.info.

Ye-

arg BB Gl cel 50 ARC g2 5 00 (g o5
daglio Cunl ol ol Sz ge Jsb 4l )0 Ho i
Loy 23 Ol (p il o5 083 (o0 lis Ll ()
L plp AlO3/TIO2 alEgs ciig Y L jtsle o
Gl Lo 4 bgy o iz diny 3L o s, AO/FO
4 MgF2/TiO> 3 ZnO/TiO, &8 90 Sidg Y L

el 2y AFA 5 AVVY ol o 5

—Reference

== AR

s AR¥DBR
=-==AR+DBR+Grating

0.8

ol
o

Absorption
=2
N

0.2

400 600 800 1000 1200
Wavelength(nm)

4 55 ARC b aslllas 3,90 (50,5 Jsbo i ol 7 S5
. ZnO/TiO,

—Reference
== AR
s AR+DBR

0.8 ==+ AR+DBR+Grating

Absorption
o o
ES o

0.2

400 600 800 1000 1200
Wavelength(nm)

Y59 ARC L aalllas 5,50 S5 Jsbo (b o F IS5
. MgF,/TiO,

—Reference
== AR
s AR+DBR

\ -~
0.8 - --=- AR+DBR+Grating

Absorption
o o
IS o

0.2

400 600 800 1000 1200
Wavelength(nm)

4Y 53 ARC L asdllae 550 (g5 Jobos (ode ilo:0 JSCo
. ALOTIO;

Al oyt B WWW.OPSHIT col jo a5 el jliel slyls 5)50,0 alis oy


https://refractiveindex.info/
http://opsi.ir/article-1-2057-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

